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As we begin our 86th year of 
service, the NFL is proud to debut 
a number of new resources and 
materials for our coaches and 
students. Many of these changes 

are described in this issue of NFL Alumni, including a new fundraising 
portal for our schools, GiveYouthAVoice.org, and a pilot program which 
will allow members to determine each month’s Public Forum resolution by 
popular vote. Each of these additions is part of our 2010-11 Membership 
Services Initiative, which we like to call, “The Year of the Member.”

In addition to this year’s newest offerings, we are building on the previous 
successes of some of our most popular programs. NFLtv.org is the 
Internet’s largest video portal for speech and debate resources, providing 
our members with access to archived final rounds, instructional videos, 
topic analyses, and more. We are also continuing our District Impact 
Grants, which provide resources directly to our local leaders for grassroots 
growth initiatives. As these efforts suggest, we remain committed to 
ensuring that our members have every available opportunity to succeed. 

None of these projects would be possible without the support of our 
friends and alumni—people like you. On behalf of everyone in the 
National Forensic League, I thank you for your continued support of our 
league. Your commitment to forensic education ensures that students 
will continue to receive the life-changing benefits of speech and debate 
activities. Together, we can give youth a voice.

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
William Woods Tate, Jr. 
President, NFL Board of Directors
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President Obama Receives 
NFL Policy Debate Champions

On Thursday, July 22, President Obama welcomed 
to the Oval Office Misael Gonzalez and Kevin Hirn 
from Whitney Young High School in Chicago, 
Shagun Kukreja from University High School in 
New Jersey, and Michael Barlow from Grady High 
School in Atlanta. Misael and Kevin are the 2010 
NFL National Champions in Policy Debate and the 
2010 Urban Debate National Champions. Kevin, 
Shagun, and Michael were the top three individual 
speakers at the Chase Urban Debate National 
Championship in April. Misael, Kevin, and Michael 
all hold a degree of outstanding distinction in the 
National Forensic League. 

In addition to meeting President Obama, the students 
toured the nation’s capital and met with lawmakers 
including Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, 
National Economic Council Director Larry Summers, 
and over 10 Senators and Representatives. 

NJFL Moves to High School 
Nationals

The 2011 IDEA/NJFL National Middle School 
Tournament will be in Dallas, Texas, June 16-18, 
in conjunction with the 2011 LFG/NFL National 
Speech and Debate Tournament. Middle level 
coaches and competitors will have the opportunity 
to interact with their high school counterparts and 
watch high school speakers perform before taking the 
stage in their own, highly-anticipated competition. As 
always, both events are free and open to the public. 
For more information, visit www.NFLnationals.org. 

NFL Establishes New Online 
Fundraising Portal

The NFL’s new Web site, GiveYouthAVoice.org, 
allows NFL schools to raise funds through an easy 
and secure online interface, similar to sites that allow 
donors to give directly to individual causes. Funds 
raised go directly to schools to offset the expenses 
they choose. GiveYouthAVoice.org debuted last 
spring to help address national tournament expenses, 
and has expanded this fall to include a number of 
successful campaigns. So far, schools across the 
country have raised tens of thousands of dollars for 
their teams. 

Alum Earns First Emmy 
Nomination

The Academy of Television Arts and Sciences 
recognized NFL’s own Chris Colfer this fall with 
a nomination for Supporting Actor in a Comedy 
Series. Colfer plays Kurt Hummel in the Fox hit 
Glee. Colfer was a standout speech team member at 
Clovis East High School (CA), where he earned three 
consecutive Valley Championships, bringing home 
titles in HI, DI, and OPP. In an interview with NFL 
in April’s Rostrum magazine, Colfer said, “Forensics 
was my glee club,” noting that many of the skills 
honed in forensics gave him an edge over other 
actors.

LEAGUE NEWS
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NFL Student Receives Key 
to His Hometown

2010 NFL Student of the Year Cory Williams, 
a graduate of Hattiesburg High School (MS), 
received the key to Hattiesburg on October 15 
from Mayor Johnny L. DuPree. Williams was 
recognized for outstanding achievement as a 
member of the HHS Tiger Forensic Team. In 
addition to being named the NFL National Student 
of the Year, Williams was the Mississippi Student 
of the Year and a finalist in Dramatic Interpretation 
at this year’s national tournament in Kansas City. 
Williams, now a Chemistry major at Vanderbilt 
University, is the youngest person ever to receive 
the key to Hattiesburg.

NFL to Present at National 
Conferences
The NFL will engage educators across the 
country during 2010-11 as it exhibits at a number 
of prestigious national conferences. Scheduled 
appearances include the National Council of 
Teachers of English (NCTE) annual convention; 
the National Communication Association (NCA) 
national convention; the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals (NASSP) convention; 
the National Federation of State High School 
Associations (NFHS) Speech/Debate/Theatre 
directors’ meeting; and the National School Boards 
Association (NSBA) annual conference. n 

Crabtree Achieves Two 
Unprecedented Milestones

Park Hill (MO) educator Don Crabtree earned 
his 12th Distinguished Service Award during the 
2009-10 season, becoming the first coach in NFL 
history to achieve such a distinction. The award honors 
Crabtree’s more than 600 citations for outstanding 
contributions to forensics education. In June 2010, 
Crabtree reached a second outstanding milestone by 
co-hosting a record third national tournament (1983, 
1994, and 2010). The “Jazzin it up in KC” National 
Tournament attracted more than 5,000 students, 
coaches, and spectators from across the nation and 
as far away as China. Mr. Crabtree, a seven-diamond 
coach and NFL Hall of Fame member, currently serves 
as Vice President of the NFL Board of Directors.

Five Coaches Inducted into 
NFL Hall of Fame

The National Forensic League inducted five 
distinguished educators into its Hall of Fame at the 
2010 LFG/NFL National Tournament in Kansas 
City, Missouri. The honorees were elected by their 
peers in recognition of decades of superior service, 
dedication, and excellence. The 2010 Hall of Fame 
honorees include (from left): Pauline Carochi (CO); 
Dale DeLetis (MA); Rosella Blunk (SD); Cathy 
Wood (KS); and Cat Horner-Bennett (NM).

Share your league news!
E-mail nfl@nflonline.org8
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I grew up in a
midsize town 

in southern Minnesota called 
Mankato. From kindergarten through 
eighth grade I attended a lab school, 
Wilson Campus School. It was a 
different kind of setting than your 
typical public school: You signed up 
for the classes you wanted to take and 
built your own schedule. There were 
no grades per se, and you would set 
your own goals with the teacher and 
try to achieve them. It was a really 
good environment for me, because 
I could set my own goals and work 
toward them at my own pace.

Because of funding, the school 
closed after my eighth grade year. I 
started public high school in ninth 
grade at Mankato East High School. 
I’d never been to a public school, and 
it was a nervous thing for me. One of 
my classes, American Studies, was 
taught by Marlin Spangrud, who was 
also the speech and debate coach. He 
approached me after class one day and 
invited me to be part of the team. I 
was totally new, and this was a chance 
to get involved and to meet people. So 
I spent four years of high school doing 

Taylor Made
in the NFL

by Jean Taylor

as told to Jenny Billman

speech and debate. Some of my best 
friends were the folks in forensics. 
I did decently in debate, really well 
in speech. I was a state champion in 
Minnesota and a national qualifier in 
CX. My primary speech event was 
Original Oratory. My secondary event 
was HI (I loved doing Dr. Seuss).

In high school, besides being on 
the speech and debate team, I was 
the president of the Student Council. 
One of my jobs in that position was 
to lead pep fests—basically, to serve 
as the emcee at 30 to 40 minute 
events where I would talk about the 
school, introduce folks, that sort of 
thing. Speech and debate was a big 
confidence booster in terms of my 
ability to speak in front of people at 
these events. There is no way I could 
have addressed 900 to 1,000 students 
without the skills and confidence I 
built in speech and debate.

Interestingly, [Board member] Pam 
Cady Wycoff was a student teacher at 
Mankato East when I was on the team 
there. My coach, Mr. Spangrud, taught 
Oral Communication, and that was 
one of the classes she student taught. 
I had her that semester, and she was 
often a judge in my rounds after that. 

Before she was the CEO of a 1.5 billion 
dollar company, Jean Taylor was a debater 
and orator at Minnesota’s Mankato East 
High School. Here, she talks to NFL Alumni 
about the power of a good coach, the 
importance of connecting with people, and 
the unshakable confidence that comes from 
finding your voice in forensics. 
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She had a natural ability to teach and 
still be a judge and an opposing coach. 
She was very thorough, very direct. 

Another coach, John Dorn, helped 
me tremendously with content and 
writing. He was one of those teachers 
who had higher expectations of 
me than I had of myself. It made 
me think, “Maybe I can do that, 
because Mr. Dorn thinks that I can.” 
The encouraging, the pushing, the 
challenging was never direct. Maybe 
his approach was special for me 
because I come from a family with 
high expectations. Mr. Dorn got me 
there without saying “You can do 
better than that.” One Mr. Dorn-ism 
that stayed with me is that “things 
work well in triplets.” I still use that.

Of all my coaches, Mr. Spangrud 
was the biggest influence in my life. 
He saw something in me, and really 
nurtured it. He was very much about 
teaching: There was always a lesson 
in whatever we did. My most vivid 
memory of high school speech is 
Mr. Spangrud helping me be more 
conversational in my style. One 
period of the day he had to monitor 
the school commons for a study 
hall, and I had that period free, too. 
I remember that he asked me to sit 
with him and give my Oratory, just 
like we were having a conversation. 
It was weird and uncomfortable—but 
it became very apparent what he was 
talking about. And it influenced my 
style, not only in Oratory, but also in 
debate. I still think of that often. You 
need to connect with people, have a 
conversation, rather than just talk at 
them or recite. 

When I graduated, I attended 
Augsburg College. They didn’t have 
a competitive forensic team, so my 
competitive career stopped there, 
but I continued to use the skills I’d 

learned. After graduation, I worked 
10 years in the reinsurance industry 
with E.W. Blanch. In reinsurance, 
our customers were basically large 
insurance companies like State Farm 
or All State. I was in the actuarial 
department, and there I helped 
develop a new model for earthquakes, 
hurricanes, and tornadoes. I was 
only 23 years old when we put this 
together. And I was asked to go out 
and explain what the model was, and 
how it worked, because it was so new. 
I’d visit large insurance companies 
and I’d be in there with much more 
seasoned executives, explaining this 
new model. Fortunately, forensics 
gave me a level of confidence in those 
situations. If you feel different or 
uncomfortable, one of two extremes 
can happen. Either you shut up or get 
assertive. My experience, particularly 
in debate, helped me listen to 
everyone, really see what they were 
saying, and made me more effective.

I left my job with E.W. Blanch 
after 10 years and joined my family 
company, Taylor Corporation. We 
were in the print, marketing, and 
technology industries. I was there 
for 16 years. I became president 
of the company in 2001, and later 
the CEO in 2007. For 3½ years I 
ran the company. We did about 1.5 
billion dollars in sales, and had about 
9,500 employees. To think how 
much forensics helped me in that 
capacity— phew, it’s a lot! Part of the 
advantage of a forensic background is 
the ability to connect with that many 
employees. We had 15,000 employees 
when I first began. Over time, as 
technology improved, we reduced the 
number of people but grew in size. 
As the company changed, it became 
important to find a way to connect 
with people when you couldn’t have a 

personal relationship, when you had to 
find some other way to relate to them. 
Again, the skills I learned in forensics 
helped me think about how to connect 
with them. Understanding people and 
establishing common ground with 
them helped, too.

A lot of what I did in my family 
company involved transformation. It 
was taking a printing company and 
moving it to a technology company. 
Knowing this, I see that the ability 
to communicate is so important, 
and will become more and more 
important. It was significant when 
I left high school, but as I look at 
business, government, health care, 
and education today—it’s critical. The 
experiences we have as NFL alumni 
are really valuable, no matter what 
we do. It could be any number of 
fields, or even with your family and 
community, and it’s still so, so critical.

Since leaving Taylor Corporation, 
I’ve gotten involved in the Minnesota 
governor’s race, and it’s reminded 
me that things can get so polarized. 
Sometimes we get a little quick to 
grab onto opinions. But in speech, 
people develop solutions that are 
backed up with evidence. Of course, 
being persuasive is important. But you 
have to have evidence to back it up. If 
it isn’t good, people challenge it. We 
need to take a step back and consider 
the facts and work toward solutions. 
And debate is a fabulous place to start.

As I look to what I’ll do next in 
my career (and it’s pretty open now, 
it’s a wonderful time!), the things to 
which I have been exposed—how to 
communicate, how to collaborate—
those things are huge. I can guarantee 
that I will continue to use the skills 
I learned in speech and debate, even 
beyond the level to which I’ve used 
them so far. n
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T yler Langdon’s 
star is on the rise. 

The newly-minted winner of the 
prestigious Hollywood Discovery 
Award, Langdon is one of the 
most sought-after young actors in 
Hollywood. He was nominated for 
the award after being hand-selected 
from a nationwide pool of 18-25 year 
old actors by a blue-ribbon panel of 
casting directors. The nomination 
itself was huge—recognition in this 
category generates intense publicity, 
and easily translates into a top agent, 
a top manager, or coveted auditions 
for television and movies. When 
Langdon was crowned the winner 
after a nationwide vote, it marked a 
watershed moment in his career.

Of course, Tyler Langdon certainly 
knows a thing or two about winning. 
Before he arrived in Hollywood, he 
was the 2004 National Champion 
in Duo Interpretation and the 2003 
NCFL National Champion in Duo. 
Hailing from Plymouth High School 
in Indiana, he holds a degree of 
Premier Distinction in the National 
Forensic League. A conscientious 
student, he was also the valedictorian 
of his high school class.

Still, Langdon didn’t always intend 
to become an actor. In fact, he initially 
planned to become a weatherman. In 
college at Notre Dame, he changed 

career paths again, majoring in 
business and spending the next four 
years focusing on school. “I never 
had a chance to do college theatre or 
broadcasting, and I really did feel a 
void in my life without it,” he recalls. 
After graduation, he was recruited 
to manage an upscale restaurant in 
Los Angeles. “I planned to manage 
restaurants for the rest of my life,” 
he explains. “But it ended up being 
awful.” Worse still, Langdon’s 
restaurant was almost entirely staffed 
by aspiring actors. “They talked about 
how much fun they were having, what 
they were doing. I was pretty jealous, 
because that’s what I wanted to do.” 

“Eventually, I realized that you 
had to pick one or the other [acting 
or management]. The acting bug 
was too strong, and it powered over 
everything else.” After two months 
in the restaurant, Langdon resigned 
his position and plunged into 
performance. “I quit before I had side 
work lined up,” he admits, seeming 
to marvel in hindsight at his own 
reckless determination. “At one point, 
I had five dollars left. It was hard to 
go from making good money in the 
restaurant to making nothing for a few 
months. Thank God I finally booked 
a job!”

Since then, the jobs have 
continued steadily for Langdon. 
Langdon recently booked the lead 

A Star is Born:
An Interview with

Tyler Langdon

Cover Story
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in his first full length film, Nerve, 
and signed on for a commercial for 
“Wicked Attraction” on Investigative 
Discovery. Each new job has 
positioned him to meet a lot of people 
in the industry, many of whom he 
grew up admiring. Each job also gets 
him closer to his long-term goals: first, 
a sitcom; then, film. 

His success at finding work stems 
in part from a unique knack for 
auditions—not surprising, since he 
says that the process is reminiscent 
of forensics. “A lot of times, I feel 
like I’m back in speech and debate 
again because it’s just like going 
into prelim rounds. You move from 
first round auditions to second round 
auditions to final round auditions.” 
Having endured hundreds of rounds 
before, Langdon draws a tremendous 
advantage from his speech and 
debate background. “It gives you the 
confidence to walk in to the room and 
know that you have more performance 
background than more people, that 
you’ve done it before, that you’ve 
gone against people and won rounds, 
that other people have found you 
funny or moving.”

“Four years of high school speech 
and debate is like acting training, 
especially when you have perfect 
coaches like I did,” he continues. 
“It really does get rid of a lot of the 
nerves you might have. It also trains 
you to know how to prepare for 
auditions—to prepare a character, 
rather than walking in cold the way 
that most people do. It teaches you 
to be prepared before you show your 
work to other people.”

Still, for even the most talented, 
the transition to acting is a bumpy 
one. “The thing everyone talks about 

is how long it takes to break into 
the industry. Anybody you see on 
TV has been at it for seven or eight 
years, so it’s a long upward climb,” 
Langdon reports. “Don’t expect to be 
an overnight success. Expect to be a 
seven-year overnight success.” Even 
so, he encourages would-be actors to 
go for it. “I apologize to all of their 
parents,” he laughs, “but honestly, if 
it’s what makes you happy, you should 
100% pursue it. I tried to push it under 
the rug for a while, and it didn’t make 
me happy. Looking back in 20-30 
years, anyone who has the passion and 
doesn’t try will regret it.”

Having taken the plunge himself, 
Langdon can say goodbye to the 
regrets he once felt as a restaurant 
manager. Better still, the journey from 
Duo champion to award-winning actor 
has taught Langdon a thing or two 
about himself. “I’ve learned that I’m 
definitely where I’m supposed to be. 
I’m happiest when I’m performing, 
when I’m affecting people in some 
way. I’ve also learned that I’m very 
much a people person—I enjoy talking 
to people and getting to know people 
and giving people an opportunity to 
see what I have to offer.”

For Hollywood’s newest discovery, 
the future looks bright. But Langdon 
explains that it’s more than just 
roles or recognition. “I want people 
to remember me as a great friend, 
as someone who could make them 
laugh…someone who could make 
them happy when they are down, 
someone who was never afraid to 
pursue his dreams, someone who 
worked harder than everyone else they 
knew…and hopefully someone who 
achieved a great level of success.” n

“I’m happiest 
when I’m 

performing, 
when I’m 

affecting people 
in some way.”



TIMES may have changed, but
some things are still the same.

Giving Youth a Voice Since 1925
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I n just twelve
short hours, 

students coaches and friends at the 
2010 NFL national tournament in 
Kansas City, Missouri, made history 
by participating in the NFL’s first-ever 
national service project. Partnering 
with Numana, Inc., a nonprofit hunger 
relief organization, the NFL enlisted 
its national tournament qualifiers, 
coaches, and supporters to prepare 
food to send to the earthquake-
ravaged island nation of Haiti. Not 
only did the project produce 525,960 
life-sustaining meal kits, it also put a 
real world face on students’ research, 
writing, and speaking throughout the 
year.

The search for an appropriate 
project with scope, relevance, and 
feasibility began long before the first 
bags of rice were opened. Multiple 
target areas were considered, but 
world hunger quickly emerged as a 
paramount social concern. As speech 
and debate students know, food 
insecurity lays the bedrock for civil 
and political unrest and devastates 
populations. The numbers are striking: 
More than 25,000 people die each day 
of hunger around the world. One in 

NFL Hosts 
First National 

Service Project 
at Kansas City 

Nationals

six members of the global community 
lacks access to proper food. One child 
dies every six seconds, six hundred 
each hour, or nearly six million per 
year. The situation is particularly dire 
in Haiti, a nation devastated by natural 
disaster, low literacy rates, and high 
unemployment—where starvation is 
the single most preventable cause of 
death. 

Numana’s mobile meal packaging 
infrastructure provided an ideal way 
to respond to the humanitarian crisis 
in Haiti. A single Numana package 
takes seconds to create, but feeds 
six people a healthy and nutritious 
meal. Volunteers work in teams to 
combine rice, freeze-dried nuts, and 
vitamins into a single, durable pouch. 
Each member of the team is entrusted 
with a different job: Some workers 
measure and pour raw ingredients, 
others weigh each bag. Still others 
seal the bags or box the completed 
packages. In doing so, volunteers from 
across the nation—many of whom 
would become rivals in the days 
of competition ahead—could work 
together to help save lives in Haiti.

Resolved to make a difference, and 
bolstered by Numana volunteers, the 
NFL opened its doors at 6:30 a.m. on 

Service in the City
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June 13 for the first service project 
participants. National qualifiers and 
coaches from Canton McKinley 
High School in Ohio were the first 
to arrive, including Coach Manuel 
Halkias, assistant Nicole Shaydle, 
sophomore Constance Savo, and 
senior Kayley Miller (pictured below). 
As the Canton McKinley contingent 
donned their hairnets and aprons, 
the team explained why they were 
so eager to serve. “It’s important to 
give back,” coach Halkias explained, 
his team nodding in agreement. Savo 
continued, “Speech is always about 
helping people, whether it’s coaches 
helping us or us helping others. You’re 
always helping someone.”

Because the service project was 
scheduled the same day as national 
tournament registration, all national 
tournament qualifiers, coaches, and 
chaperones had the opportunity to 
participate. Nearly 100% of our 
potential volunteers took advantage 

of the opportunity, with some teams 
serving for three hours or more. At 
times, more than 600 volunteers 
worked in tandem to package meals 
for distribution in Haiti. As they 
worked, volunteers discussed the 
project and the significance of service. 
One student noted, “We talk about 
service all year, and this is a great 
opportunity to take all of the people 
in one place and do something really 
big.” 

 Periodically, a gong would sound 
to acknowledge 10,000 meals bagged. 
By the end of the day, the gong had 
sounded more than 52 times. As 
the last volunteers sealed their bags 
around 7 p.m., more than 525,960 
meals were counted—enough to feed 
more than two and a half million 
people. Within the next two days, the 
82nd Airborne Division of the US 
Army transported the packaged meals 
to Haiti.

Although the project was designed 
to serve the people of Haiti, NFL’s 
own members were equally affected. 
“It was thrilling to work side by side 
with, and to get to know, people from 
all across our nation all with one 
common goal: to save the starving,” 
said Nicholas Adams, Pennsylvania 
District Student of the Year. “The 

hundreds of student volunteers 
embodied the true mission of the 
NFL, to unite in building a stronger 
tomorrow together.”

The service project also had the 
unique result of demonstrating the 
relationship between the topics 
used in speech/debate and real 
world needs. Many NFL students 
specifically discussed poverty and 
recovery in Haiti during the 2009-
10 year. The meal packaging event 
provided them with an opportunity 
to develop a sense of connection 
and responsibility to the nation they 
studied, where food supplies are 
insecure.

At its conclusion, the national 
service project engaged NFL 
members and represented one of the 
most successful single-day events 
in Numana’s history. It created 
solidarity among would-be rivals 
and excitement to serve among all 
who participated. Plans to hold a 
second National Day of Service at 
the Dallas 2011 Nationals are already 
in the works. Educated and inspired 
by our first service project, the NFL 
community is poised to make an even 
bigger impact this time around. n

SERVICE



14    |    nFL ALUMNI

Q&A
l	 How did you get started with 

forensics?  I have always been 
told that I speak well and am 
passionate when trying to stress 
a point. In my freshmen year my 
teachers told me to join the speech 
and debate team, so I did. I was 
in Policy Debate with my best 
friend, but it just was not for me. 
After quitting the team I thought 
my speaking skills would suffer, 
and they did for some time. So 
in my senior year I was asked to 
rejoin to compete in Congress, 
which had recently been made 
an event. I competed and placed 
1st at three tournaments, 2nd and 
3rd at several tournaments, was a 
State Qualifier and placed 7th at 
districts. Congress is truly the event 
which allowed me to sharpen my 
speaking skills, critical thinking, 
and organization.

l	 Describe your coaches, and 
how they had an impact on 
your success.  I had two of the 
greatest coaches that a speechie 
or debater could ask for. Tom 
Mossberger and Nick Bollas are 
two men who truly have a love for 
speech and debate. They spread 
their love to every member of the 
GlenOak High School team and 
help them with their events. I knew 
they believed in me as well as my 
speaking abilities, and that gave 
me the fuel to win. I truly attribute 

all of my successes in Congress to 
these two men.

l	 What specifically did you learn 
in forensics that prepared you 
to serve in public office?
It taught me how to research useful 
information, prepare it, and then 
be able to organize it. I use this 
process daily when trying 
to put together my thoughts 
on issues. The organization 
leads to speaking and 
leaving a lasting impact. 
I have been able to speak 
on my feet and have it 
sound just as professional 
as a word-for-word written 
speech.

l	 What prompted you to 
run for school board?  I actually 
was approached by a teacher in my 
senior year to think about running 
for it. I thought if an employee of 
this district thinks I—the young 
guy with no experience—could 
make changes, then it could be 
true. I truly love the school district, 
as well, and I wanted a connection 
to it while going off to college. It 
had made me into the person I am 
today. Being involved with politics 
for some time I sat down with my 
mentor Janet Creighton who was 
the former Mayor of Canton, Ohio. 
When she said she thought it was a 
good idea, I knew I had to do it. 

l	 What do you find most 
challenging—and most 
rewarding—about serving on 
the school board?  I find making 
the various school events a little 
challenging. I have class or other 
commitments at night so trying to 
be at elementary, middle school, 
or high school functions can be 

difficult. The most rewarding thing 
is giving back to the school district 
that allowed me to blossom, be 
involved, compete in speech and 
debate, meet my mentor, have 
some of the best friends, and have 
the pride of being a GlenOak 
Golden Eagle.

l	 What advice would you give to 
aspiring politicians?  Never think 
any task is too big or too much to 
handle. Be involved in any way 
that you can be. Develop a political 
identity and be able to stick up 
for it. Know yourself. Know your 
constituency. Do your homework. n

Chris Cugini (’09) 
talks about life

after forensics and
joining his local 

school board. 
with Chris CuginiQ&A



NFL and Pi Kappa Delta 
Announce Alumni Points
In conjunction with Pi Kappa Delta (PKD), the college and 
university-level national honorary society for speech and 
debate, the NFL is pleased to announce new recognition 
opportunities for NFL alumni. As members of PKD, 
NFL alums will soon be able to record points and receive 
recognition for speaking engagements after high school. 
Members will also have access to new professional and 
networking opportunities as part of the enhanced alumni 
services. To learn more, simply return the enclosed card in the 
center of this magazine (remember to check the “Learn more 
about PKD” box!). You may also visit www.NFLonline.org/
Alumni/JoinPKD for more details.

Judge Training and Certification
The NFL has announced a groundbreaking nationwide 
initiative to train and certify judges. All trained judges will 
achieve basic competency in the mechanics and ethics of 
judging forensic competitions. Judges who successfully 
complete training exercises and pass testing benchmarks will 
be certified by the NFL. The NFL is excited to take a lead role 
in promoting consistent, thoughtful forensics adjudication 
throughout the United States. 

Event Exploration Portals
The NFL is creating new event exploration portals, which will 
provide comprehensive resources for each main competition 
event and arm engaged alumni with the necessary resources 
to recharge their communities. Coaches will be able to access 
event introductions, textbooks, lesson plans, handouts, 
sample speeches and videos, commentary, and even event-
specific shopping lists—all in a single, user-friendly interface. 
Completely online, the event exploration portals will extend 
the forensic community’s best resources to previously 
underserved communities—especially rural and urban 
schools—to help promote excellence from all members. n

NEW IN 2011
At the NFL, we’re passionate about 
serving our members and alumni! Just 
take a look at what’s in store this year.
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Today’s students need 
forensics more than ever 
before. In a highly competitive, 
rapidly changing global marketplace, 
forensic education enables 
students to thrive. In fact, the 
proven communication, cognitive, 
professional, and social benefits of 
forensic education are unmatched by 
any other co-curricular activity. 
Want proof? Visit our collection 
of white papers at NFLonline.org/
AboutNFL/Advocate.

Our mission is to promote high 
school and middle school speech 
and debate activities as a means 
to develop a student’s essential life 
skills and values. To join us in this 
critical effort, simply return the 
enclosed contribution card, or visit us 
online at NFLonline.org/Giving. Visit us online!


